
meet your neighbor: Charles Weiss

435 South: Blue Bell ice cream is headquartered in your hometown, 
Brenham, Texas. How was Blue Bell a part of your life growing up?

Charles Weiss: Growing up in the Brenham area, we always had Blue 
Bell ice cream or some of their frozen snacks in our freezer at home. Blue 
Bell was very active in the Brenham area and was frequently involved with 
activities that centered around our schools and other community events.

You started working at Blue Bell after graduating from college and 
today you are one of the senior branch managers. How did you rise in 
the ice cream empire? 

After I graduated from college in 1976, I applied at Blue Bell and began 
my career as a sales supervisor at our Houston branch. Approximately two 
years later, Blue Bell made the decision to enter the Dallas-Fort Worth 
market. I was asked to be a part of the team and decided to make the move. 
It was the best decision of my career. Blue Bell continued to grow rapidly, 
which created opportunities in management. I became a branch manager 
in the Dallas area in 1982.

What is your favorite part about your job? 
Working side-by-side with my employees, meeting challenges that we 

are presented with in the market, interacting with customers and simply 
selling the best ice cream in the country.

Why did Blue Bell come to Kansas City 16 years ago? 
Blue Bell came to Kansas City in 1993 for a number of reasons. This 

is a large metropolitan area, the population is growing, it is diverse, and it 
mirrors other markets where we have been successful.

As a native Texan, how do you like living in the Midwest? 
It has been a great experience, not only for me, but for my family as well. 

There are four seasons, so we have had a chance to experience some things 
(like snow) that we would not have had in Texas.

How has Blue Bell changed in the 32 years you have worked there? 
Blue Bell has definitely grown in size in the last 32 years. When I began 

my employment, we only serviced a small part of Texas. Today, we service 
all or most of 17 states.

What is different about Blue Bell that sets it apart from other ice 
cream manufacturers? What sets us apart from other manufacturers is 
the way we operate. We use the freshest and finest ingredients in all our 
products, and we insist on direct store delivery straight to the grocer’s 
freezer to ensure the quality is maintained.

What Blue Bell ice cream flavors do you always keep in stock at your 
home? Homemade Vanilla and Milk Chocolate are household favorites, 
and, of course, any new flavor that has been introduced.

How did your kids like having the ice cream king for a father? 
My kids loved it! They and their friends knew that our house was always 

well-stocked with Blue Bell.

When you are not making America’s favorite treat, what do you do 
in your free time? When my children were involved in sports and school 
activities, I tried to be there for them. Now that they are in college, I like to 
spend time working in the yard, traveling when I can and exercising, which 
is a necessity when you work for Blue Bell. v
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The Ice Cream King
In celebration of Blue Bell’s newest flavor, Mocha Madness, we sat down with Charles 
Weiss, the man who brought America’s favorite ice cream to Kansas City.
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