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PLACES TO GO. PEOPLE TO MEET. FOOD TO EAT.

MAKE 2009 NOTHING SHORT OF THE BEST. 

CONSIDER IT YOUR NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION, 

AND GET A MOVE ON WITH OUR VERY FIRST 

BEST OF SOUTH JOHNSON COUNTY LIST.
compiled by COCO OWENS
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BEST PIZZA
 Rosati’s
9928 College Blvd;  (913) 696-0400;

Myrosatis.com

You wouldn’t know it was a chain om 
the taste of Rosati’s Pizza because it 
has come a long way om its original 
location on Chicago’s well-known Taylor 
Street. Customers prefer the deep dish 
style because it weighs as much as a small 
child. But for those who don’t need to 
feed a whole army, order the crispy thin 
crust or the hand-rolled double dough 
pizza – enough for a small army.

BEST SUSHI
 Kyoto Sushi & Steak
6792 W. 135th St.; (913) 239-8868; 

Kyotokc.com

Kyoto Sushi & Steak delivers the 
true Japanese dining experience 
featuring traditional style tatami 
rooms, hibachi tables and crowded 
sushi bars. However, the atmosphere 
is anything but expected with festive 
Teppan shows and other culinary 
performances.  For adventuresome 
and simple palates alike, Kyoto is 
considered a crowd pleaser. Just 
keep an eye out for flying shrimp 
catapulted 
off the 
searing 
grill, and 
you’ll 
agree.

BEST STEAKHOUSE
 J. Alexander’s
11471 Metcalf Ave.; (913) 469-1995; 

Jalexanders.com

J. Alexander’s has that certain man-
about-town appeal. If the smooth jazz 
and dark-wooded décor doesn’t do it, 
then the martinis and steaks do. Perfect 
for schmoozing clients, J. Alexander’s 
prefers not to be pigeonholed as 
gimmicky. Instead, it provides a tasteful 
moody setting for modern American 
cuisine whether serving up show-
stopping beef or adding a twist to sides 
like Israeli couscous and tequila beans. 

BEST BARBEQUE
 Smokestack
8920 Wornall Rd.; (816) 444-5542; 

Kcsmokestackbbq.com

A descendant of the Fiorella family 
and the sister establishment to the 
better-known Jack Stack chains, 
Smokestack is like BBQ royalty. 
Recently reopened after a short 
hiatus, it makes driving down 
Wornall almost enjoyable with that 
unmistakable smoky smell wafting 
down the street. Once inside, sneak 
a peek at the old family portraits 
hanging on the wood-paneled walls 
– it’s the family that put Kansas City-
style barbeque on the map. BEST ITALIAN

 Jasper’s
1201 W. 103rd St.; (816) 941-6600; Jasperskc.com

The accolades for Jasper’s is endless. 
USA Today heralded Jasper’s as serving 
the “most satisfying dish of the year,” 
and Emeril Legasse has gone so far as to 
broadcast its pumpkin ravioli recipe on 
his Emmy award-winning show. History, 
tradition and the Mirabile family have 
made Jasper’s a Kansas City institution.

BEST WINE LIST
 Hereford House
5001 Town Center Dr.; 

(913) 327-0800; herefordhouse.com

Wine lovers will appreciate 
the Hereford House’s Sunday 
discount of 50 percent off 
select bottles. And if left 
unfinished, the staff is more 
than happy to provide a wine 
doggy bag for the trip home. 
With a selection of 25 wines 
offered at an average of $8 
a glass and $30 a bottle, the 
Hereford House experience 
comes to mean so much more 
than simply steaks.

BEST MEXICAN
 Cactus Grill
11849 Roe Ave.; (913) 345-0080; josepeppers.com

Where the espinaca dip comes as 
complimentary as the water, there is 
never a shortage of Cactus Grill coupons 
promising basically free espinaca for life. 
For this reason alone people have embraced 
Jose Peppers’ cousin, but anyone who has 
dined here has a personal favorite. Try 
their newest and hottest seller, the grilled 
chicken chorizo burrito.

BEST BAKERY
 McLain’s
2301 W. 143rd St.; 

(913) 685-0034; 

mclainsbakery.com 

McLain’s, creator of the impossibly 
delicious chocolate cup cookie, is no longer 
exclusively Missouri’s best little bakery. 
Transferring more than 60 years of pastry-
making experience, the second McLain’s 
Bakery in Camden Woods Center has all 
the perks of a new kitchen and all the 
baking wisdom of a grandmother making 
homemade sticky buns.
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BEST AMBIANCE
 Bristol Bar & Grill
5400 W. 119th St.; (913) 663-5777; 

bristolseafoodgrill.com

The Country Club Plaza lost a good 
thing 12 years ago when the lease for 
Bristol Bar & Grill expired without 
renewal. Now located in Town Center 
Plaza and known as Bristol Seafood 
Grill, its success has proven that one 
county’s trash is another’s treasure. 
Inside the restaurant, the original 19th 
century stained glass dome towers over 
the main dining room creating a unique 
illumination that renders an intimate 
dining experience.

BEST PLACE FOR AN
ANNIVERSARY DATE
 Bravo!
5005 W. 117th St.; (913) 661-9207; 

bravoitalian.com

With promises of forever, couples 
young and old celebrating the romantic 
milestones of their relationship flock 
to this restaurant for an intimate 
and rather substantial meal. Ornate 
Venetian columns and gilded 
chandeliers surrounding white pressed 
linens over cherry wood tabletops 
translate into a striking effect. If Rhett 
ever returned to Scarlett O’Hara, Bravo! 
would have been a fit setting for their 
theatrical reunion. With wine flowing, 
luminous lighting and food that warms 
the heart, it’s hard to imagine dining 
for any other occasion.

BEST PLACE FOR 
A FIRST DATE
 NoRTH
4579 W. 119th St.; (913) 232-5191; 

foxrestaurantconcepts.com/north.html

NoRTH is the latest secret weapon 
on the dating scene, calling itself 
“sleek…sexy…casual, hip and 
upbeat.” The modern Italian 
restaurant strays from robust 
portions and boring entrees, 
creating livelier conversation and 
unexpected results. The sheer 
volume of the average NoRTH 
dinner crowd will force closer 
dialogue across the table beneath 
dimmed lighting. Add a bottle of 
wine, and somehow that second date 
is starting to look pretty good.

BEST DESSERT CHOCOLATE
 Yia Yia’s
4701 W. 119th St.; (913) 345-1111; yiayias.com

Few desserts need so much prep time that they 
require the guest to order it with the entrée, but Yia 
Yia’s Eurobistro would serve nothing less extravagant. 
It’s a bold move to feature only one dessert on the 
menu – a twist on chocolate soufflé.  But then again, 
exactly how risky is a ganache brownie swaddled in 
phyllo and served with crème anglaise and vanilla 
bean ice cream? It’s a sure bet.
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BEST MARTINI
 Sullivan’s Steakhouse
4501 W. 119th St.; (913) 345-0800; 

sullivansteakhouse.com

New to the area and already packing a 
crowd, Sullivan’s Steakhouse pours some 
of the best drinks around. The Knockout, 
named after the first heavyweight world 
champion John L. Sullivan, is the signature 
drink made from hand-squeezed, vodka-
infused pineapples and topped with an 
orange twist. It costs only $5 during 
Swingin’ at Sully ’s Thursdays complete with 
a live jazz band from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

BEST LUNCH
 Ingredient
117th St. & Nall Ave.; (913) 948-6800; 

ingredientrestaurant.com

No tip⁈ Anywhere else a disgruntled 
server with one hand turned out would 
peg such a social deviant as cheap and 
unworthy of service – anywhere else, that 
is, than Ingredient. The chef-owned salad 
and pizza eatery is popular for not only 
this small perk but for practicing that 
shameless art of people-pleasing. When 
the lunch bell tolls, hungry working men 
and women relish the process of picking 
om hundreds of ingredients to customize 
their desired meals. Giving customers 
what they want is always a recipe for 
success.

BEST HAPPY HOUR
 Trolley’s Downtown Bar & Grille
9100 W. 135th St.; (913) 681-0200; 

op.trolleysgrill.com

Trolley ’s Downtown Bar & Grille 
is a throwback to the speakeasies of 
the Prohibition era when drinking 
was covertly consumed before dinner. 
The shadowy bar is mounted on 
natural stone inside a brick bungalow 
accessorized with street lamps and a 
giant marquee. The drink specials 
offered from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. are 
subject to change besides a few favorites 
customers have demanded return such 
as ‘Tini Night’s discounted martinis.
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BEST KIDS’ MENU
 Red Robin
8657 W. 135th St.; (913) 239-0926; redrobin.com

When its kids’ menu looks so appetizing that 
the parents want to order from it, Red Robin 
must be doing something right. Children 10 
and under pick from options such as Grilled 
Chick-N-Parmesan Noodles and Chick-n-
Cheese Quesadillas paired with healthy sides 
such as melon slices or baby carrots with 
ranch. No wonder Parenting magazine named 
it one of the 10 best family restaurant chains.

BEST BRUNCH
 Nick & Jake’s
6830 W. 135th St.; (913) 681-8535; nickandjakes.com

Nick & Jake’s combines two concepts 
Americans have embraced for decades with 
ravenous pride: brunch and buffet. Served 
only on Sundays between 10 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m., Chefs Chris Betty and Joey Franke 
produce a mouth-watering spread, from 
prime rib at carving stations to omelets, fruit 
bars and even vast assortments of fresh fish. 
Adults eat for $17, children 6 and older for 
$5, and anyone younger eats for free.

BEST WAITSTAFF
 A Wine Flights Bar & Bistro
5408 W. 151st St.; (913) 402-9800; awineflightsbar.com

The staff of A Wine Flights Bar & Bistro is considerably more 
knowledgeable of wine than the average restaurant waiter, who 
typically doesn’t offer a selection of 250 wines to guests on 
any given occasion. To answer the endless barrage of customer 
questions about wine regions, grapes and swirling, the employees 
undergo specialty training from traveling wine vendors. Their 
patience and wisdom is markedly appreciated.

BEST PATIO DINING
 Sullivan’s Steakhouse
4501 W. 119th St.; (913) 345-0800; sullivansteakhouse.com.
The Sullivan’s Steakhouse patio is so in demand that even in the 
dead of winter it seats more than other indoor restaurants. Warmed 
by overhead heaters, guests experience the unique luxury of dining 
oblivious to the inclement weather. Filling the patio to capacity 
has never been the problem on Thursdays when drinks are half-
price and live jazz swings from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.

BEST CHEF
 NoRTH
4579 W. 119th St.; (913) 232-5191; foxrestaurantconcepts.com/north.html

The buzz surrounding NoRTH is primarily due to Executive 
Chef Steven Maak’s take on contemporary Italian. The native 
Californian serves up creative twists on dozens of classic heavily 
sauced mainstays such as chicken and mushroom lasagna served 
in a white wine sauce. Try to suppress the instinct to order 
traditional tiramisu for dessert. Maak recommends the sour-cherry 
bread pudding, his self-admitted tour de force.

BEST CHEESEBURGER
 Coach’s Bar & Grill
14893 Metcalf Ave.; (913) 897-7070; coach-s.com

The CCO Burger at Coach’s Bar & Grill takes 
the average burger to an unprecedented level of 
cheesiness. Unofficially called the cream cheese 
burger, this baby is smothered in a cool, smooth 
layer of cream cheese and grilled onions. The two 
flavors blend over a 6 oz. charbroiled beef patty, 
and needless to say, it will make knees weaken.
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BEST BARTENDER
 Craig Dow
6830 W. 135th St.; (913) 681-8535; 

nickandjakes.com

Craig Dow, bartender at Nick & Jake’s, 
can talk to anyone, about anything. 
Perhaps that’s why he is the best 
bartender – or maybe it’s his uncanny 
ability to read people. “It doesn’t 
hurt that he’s easy on the eyes,” says 
manager Albert Pereira. “Guys like him 
too because he’s a regular Joe.” Keep an 
eye out for the legendary bartender – 
he only works two days a week due to 
his busy schedule.

BEST BAR & GRILL
 Llywelyn’s Pub
6995 W. 151st St.; (913) 402-0333; 

llywelynspubkc.com

Just how old is Llywelyn’s Pub? 
With a bar from the 19th century 
and brass saloon-style chandeliers, 
few would guess a little over a year. 
Llywelyn’s is Celtic for “good times,” 
and with 24 different draft beers 
and its own band, Flannigan’s Right 
Hook, it’s safe to assume the name is 
taken literally. Don’t forget to order 
traditional pub grub such as bangers 
and mashed shepherds pie.

BEST SERVER
 Angelica Landron
9950 College Blvd.; (913) 491-8300; 

garozzos.com

In the 11 years Angelica Landron 
has worked as a server at Garozzo’s 
Ristorante, her effort on the floor has 
never slackened. To be named as the 
best server in one of the most efficient, 
service-oriented restaurants in the area 
says far more than words do. Working 
overtime while maintaining the charm 
and precision that has made her so 
popular requires the kind of savvy and 
dedication that cannot be taught.

BEST SPECIALTY 
GROCERY STORE
 Dean & Deluca
4700 W. 119th St.; (913) 498-3131; 

deandeluca.com

No other grocer is obsessed with food 
quite like Dean & Deluca, where 
stocking and selling epicurean cuisine 
translates into capital business. Even 
more delicious is its rarity, located 
in only four other major cities in the 
United States. Celebrating more than 
10 years of success, an expanded Dean 
& Deluca will open to the public in 
February across the street om its 
current location.

BEST BABY BOUTIQUE
 Eber Jeeber
4937 W. 119th St.; (913) 663-3237 

Eberjeeber.com

Eber Jeeber is not only the cutesiest 
baby talk rhyme since “itsy bitsy,” 
it’s also the name of Amy Schrumpf-
Goode’s posh baby boutique in 
Hawthorne Plaza. Le Top Toddler 
faux fur jacket: $36.99. Peaches n’ 
Cream houndstooth dress set: $44.99. 
Mom’s face when she realizes her 
10-month-old is better dressed than 
most grown women: priceless. 

BEST MEAT
 André’s Confiserie Suisse
4929 W. 119th St.;

(913) 498-3440;

andreschocolates.com

André’s Confiserie Suisse is not 
formerly known for its brisket, but 
gradually this tender meat is rising 
in foodie status. Thinly sliced 
and fork-tender without losing its 
substantial texture, this brisket is 
not your grandmother’s recipe.

BEST FLORIST
 Sidelines Custom Floral Designs
511 E. 135th St.; 

(816) 941-8814;

sidelineskc.com

As a member of the American 
Institute of Floral Designers and 
the Preferred Wedding Professionals 
Association, Karyn Brooke, owner of 
Sidelines Custom Floral Designs is not 
your average local florist. After more 
than 20 years of business, the South 
Kansas City Chamber of Commerce 
named Sidelines the Small Business of 
the Year. With so many accolades, this 
local florist makes shopping anywhere 
else completely gratuitous.
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BEST HOME 
FURNISHINGS
 Madden-McFarland Interiors
1903 W. 135th St.; (913) 681-2821; 

maddenmcfarland.com

Whether talking about interior 
design or integrity, Bernie Madden of 
Madden-McFarland Interiors offers 
his best advice: “Always do what’s 
right.” Take his word for it – his 
internationally acclaimed interior 
design firm has been doing business 
for more than 85 years. Embodying 
elegance and innovation, Madden-
McFarland’s distinguished team of 
designers collaborate impeccably to 
bring three generations of taste and 
tradition into the 21st century.

BEST INTERIOR 
DESIGNER
 Lisa Mermis
8012 Santa Fe Dr.; 

(913) 341-3011;

twigsinteriors.net

What is remarkable about 
Lisa Mermis, owner of 
Twigs Interiors, isn’t just 
her 15 years of notable 
experience that has landed 
her work in national 
magazines, newspapers and 
books – it’s her spirit. Her 
care for distinction using 
space, color and concept 
has made her Johnson 
County’s designer du jour. 

BEST LINGERIE
 Clair de Lune
5045 W. 119th St.; (913) 491-3232; 

clairdelunekc.com

Once inside Clair de Lune, it is 
not uncommon to hear someone 
proclaim behind the fitting room’s 
velvet curtain, “This is the best-
fitting bra I’ve ever worn!” At 
custom fitting sessions, the effort 
given by the staff is unparalleled by 
its competitors (ahem, Victoria’s 
Secret). Moreover, the French-
inspired boudoir is available for 
parties and showers at no additional 
cost other than the optional 
catering fee.

BEST TAILOR
 Geno’s Clothiers
6988 W. 135th St.; (913) 814-0066

Geno of Geno’s Clothiers is confident that through word of mouth, his business 
has made it through 25 years. His patrons, however, know that it’s all Geno. 
The custom tailor features much-appreciated services such as next-day pick up 
at affordable rates. Also known for his in-store collection of men’s fine Italian 
suits, Geno knows his clientele better than most and works a tireless seven-day 
week to maintain this reputation.

BEST DRY CLEANER
 Swyden Cleaners
12671 Metcalf Ave.; (913) 345-1112; swydencleaners.com

Fi years making people look good makes Swyden Cleaners the most dependable 
business around, and the ee pick-up/delivery service doesn’t hurt either. Tired of 
hearing “Sorry, we couldn’t get the stain out. Better luck next time!” Well, there 
won’t be a next time with Swyden on the job.

BEST SOURCE FOR DESIGNER JEANS
 Standard Style
5076 W. 119th St.; 

(913) 317-8828;

standardstyle.com

They call it a denim bar, but it’s 
more like a denim encyclopedia 
stationed on the back wall of 
Standard Style Boutique. They even 
carry styles the Web site does not 
advertise and feature 15 different 
lines. Selling top names such 
as Rich and Skinny, Citizens of 
Humanity, Seven For All Mankind 
and True Religion, don’t let the 
name fool you. Standard Style is 
hardly run-of-the-mill.

RUNNER-UP: 
 Costco
12221 Blue Valley Pkwy.; 

(913) 217-2068; 

costco.com

Costco is good for more 
than buying in bulk 
these days. Check out 
its collection of discount 
designer jeans, but 
make haste to grab a 
pair before they sell out. 
They always do.
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BEST PARK
 Overland Park Arboretum & Botanical Gardens
8909 W. 179th St.; (913) 685-3604; opkansas.org

Green living could learn a thing or two from the Overland Park 
Arboretum and Botanical Gardens. Spearheading the ecological 
preservation movement in Kansas City, the 300-acre oasis is 
home to hiking trails, rare plants and an education center. The 
Arboretum is currently working on its master plan to add 13 
gardens, four conservatories and a new visitor’s center, relying 
mostly on donations to complete the massive project.

BEST KIDS’ CAMP
 Theatre of the Imagination
111 W. 75th St.; (816) 561-2787; tiarts.com

In its tenth year, Kansas City’s Theatre of the 
Imagination has staged more than 600 children’s 
theatrical productions, making it the leading local 
on-site provider of children’s art. The theatre focuses 
equal attention to developing a character on the stage 
as it does to building character off the stage. All 
things considered, there is no better outlet for the 
creativity of a child.

BEST SHOPPING DISTRICT
 119th & Roe
onenineteenshopping.com;

towncenterplaza.net;

parkplacemall.com;

hawthorneplazashopping.com

It might be said that all roads lead to 119th and Roe, the crux of south 
Johnson County. The establishment of thriving shopping networks such as 
Town Center Plaza, Hawthorne Plaza and newly constructed One Nineteen 
and Park Place, has garnered much attention om some of the most sought-
aer retailers in the country. Buyer beware: the merchant fortress has been 
known to render buyers powerless to combat credit card withdrawal.

BEST WORKOUT 
FACILITY
 Lifetime Fitness
6800 W. 138th St.;

(913) 239-9000;

lifetimefitness.com

At Lifetime Fitness, all excuses to forgo the gym have just been replaced 
by all the incentives to go.  For one thing, windowless dungeons of 
exercise equipment have been replaced by spacious workout studios. Other 
distinctive features include indoor and outdoor water parks, rock climbing 
caverns, a children’s center and a yoga quarter equipped with its own staff 
of in-house gurus. Any more gratifications and it would be Shangri-La. 

Hailed by Golf Digest magazine as one of Kansas’ crowning golf courses, 
Hallbrook Country Club has maintained its immaculate green for 20 years. 
ESPN deemed it Tom Fazio’s most difficult design, and it was placed 15th 
on the list of the 50 toughest golf courses. Eighteen holes plus 15 lateral 
water hazards equals nothing short of ambitious. 

Instructors of Midtown Tennis Club think of themselves as missionaries of 
the sport. The ultimate goal, according to its founder, Alan Schwartz, is to 
get “everyone in the world to play tennis.” Offering popular programs such 
as TenniSchools for adult beginners and socializing events such as wine 
tastings has proven to be a very effective method. 

There is much to celebrate on the dance floor of Shakers Martini Lounge – most 
notably, their tempting martinis. The exclusive “members-only” nightclub features 
glitzy concoctions like the Razzle Dazzle, the French Kiss, and the indulgent 
Tiramisu. If this isn’t reason enough to break out our best moves, Shakers also 
books DJ Kirby and DJ Shawn om Mix 9⒊3 on a regular basis. We suggest 
practicing in the mirror.

BEST DANCE CLUB
 Shakers Martini Lounge
14475 Metcalf Ave.; (913) 897-7700; 

shakersmartinilounge.com

BEST TENNIS CLUB
 Midtown Tennis Club
6700 W. 110th St.;

(913) 491-4116;

midtownclubs.com

BEST GOLF COURSE
 Hallbrook Country Club
11200 Overbrook Rd.;

(913) 345-9292;

hallbrookcc.org
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At Satoraum Salon Beauty Wellness, ask for Angela. While some 
have the gift of touch – she has muscle for it having trained in 
Esalen message technique under leading professionals in the field. 
Angela landed her dream job at the exclusive studio after massaging 
the co-owner for one hour. Now she balances a packed schedule with 
clients lining up to receive the magic treatment. 

BEST MASSAGE THERAPIST
 Angela, Satoraum Salon Beauty Wellness
5433 W. 151st St.; 

(913) 851-2956;

satoraum.com

BEST HOLE OF GOLF
 17th Hole, Loch Lloyd Country Club
16750 S. Country Club Dr.; 

(816)322-1022; lochlloyd.com

According to our very own golf aficionado 
Brian Wright, the par-4 17th hole at Loch 
Lloyd Country Club isn’t just the best golf 
hole in the 435 South wheelhouse, it’s one of 
the best golf holes in the entire metro. Tight 
off the tee with plenty of trouble left and 
right, a narrow target of a green and loads of 
natural beauty (mature trees, meandering creek 
and elevation changes), play it once and you’ll 
never forget it.

BEST MANICURIST
 Charlie, Mario Tricoci
5234 W. 119th St.;

(913) 327-7474; tricoci.com

Booking Charlie for a manicure at 
Mario Tricoci is competitive because 
she is the most requested manicurist 
employed there. Even the staff 
recognizes her remarkable abilities when 
it comes to care for exfoliating and 
messaging. “I’m picky,” admitted Becky 
om the ont desk. “Charlie always 
does my hands.” Her dedication to 
customer service has won her the loyalty 
of many hands in need of pampering.

BEST WORKOUT
 Title Boxing Club
7812 W. 119th St.; (913) 433-2582;

titleboxingclub.com

Title Boxing Club’s “explosive” 
kickboxing class may be the best 
medicine for anyone with pent up 
frustration and a few extra pounds 
to lose. A professional teaches the 
fundamentals on the heavy bag before 
finishing with key abdominal training 
and core-strengthening exercises. 
Nicknamed the “Power Hour” for a 
reason, this total body workout is said 
to burn up to 1,000 calories.

BEST YOGA
 Bikram Yoga
910 W. 39th St., (816) 931- 9642; 

kansascitybikramyoga.com

Gone are the days of Jane Fonda workout 
videos and leg warmers. At Bikram 
Yoga in Kansas City, yogis are exposed 
to 100-degree temperatures to produce 
enough sweat to flush out bodily toxins. 
The intense 90-minute class practices 
26 postures of increasing difficulty for 
maximum results – a glow that will last 
for days. Just make sure to drink enough 
water to prevent dehydration om 
kicking in when you’re in tree pose. 
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BEST PERSONAL TRAINER 
 Chip Taggart
2313 W. 143rd St.; 

(913) 647-1151; 

fitnessquestkc.com

Chip Taggart of Fitness Quest is living 
proof that will conquers all. After suffering 
from a severe diving injury at the age of 
19 that left him hospitalized with muscle 
atrophy and a broken vertebrae, Taggart 
managed to reclaim his health through 
months of physical therapy and body 
building. His personal struggle has inspired 
those he trains to make the changes in 
their lives necessary to live fit. 

BEST RETREAT
 The Hand & Foot Spa
7348 W. 135th St.; (913) 681-1800

It’s hard to choose what is more 
enjoyable at The Hand & Foot Spa: 
the sound of rushing water down a 
peaceful waterfall in the pedicure 
alcove or the sight of more than a 
hundred OPI nail colors in a 6-foot 
tall display case. Open only one year, 
its growing clientele has been most 
impressed by the luxury amenities, au 
courant staff and lighting similar to 
the kind used on Oprah.

BEST BOOT CAMP
 Kansas City Boot Camp Challenge
1280 N. Lucy Montgomery Way; 

(913) 378-3391;

kcbootcampchallenge.com

Thanks to bad talk show viewing, 
some women have an unspoken 
fear of two little words: boot camp. 
Spencer Shaver, the “go-to” trainer 
of Olathe’s Human Performance 
Institute, has created a 12-session 
boot camp challenge that contradicts 
the stereotypes. Including a risk-free, 
money-back guarantee, the fitness 
program incorporates enjoyable and 
functional strength training. After 
four weeks, 10 pounds lighter and 3 
inches leaner, a woman can feel just 
like a kid again – wishing camp could 
last a while longer. 

BEST STYLIST
 Tamara,
 Satoraum Salon
 Beauty Wellness
5433 W. 151st St.; (913) 

851-2956; satoraum.com

When Tamara Hughes 
le Par Exsalonce a few 
years ago, her many clients 
were enzied until they 
discovered she had taken 
a new stylist position at 
Satoraum Salon. Not only 
is she one of the most 
sought-aer hair care 
professionals, she is also 
one of the most likeable. 
Devoting equal time and 
precision to style both 
sexes, Hughes knows great 
hair does not discriminate.
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BEST LOCAL MUSIC BAND
 Outlaw Junkies
outlawjunkies.com

Outlaw Junkies have been jamming longer than most Hollywood marriages, 
and although considered low-profile by comparison, the country rock band 
has shared a stage with superstars like Rascal Flatts, SHeDAISY and Miranda 
Lambert. Best known for the singles “Fools Like Us” and “It’s Not You, It’s 
Her,” Outlaw Junkies produce a lively sound in their music that makes it hard 
to stay seated. Make sure and check out their MySpace for upcoming shows.

BEST EMERGING 
MUSIC ACT
 Josephine Collective
josephinecollective.com

Josephine Collective is proof 
that the Web has improved 
the odds of breaking into 
show business. Affectionately 
nicknamed JoCo after their 
hometown, the group’s MySpace 
page caught the attention of 
music producer John Feldmann 
who subsequently offered them a 
record deal. And poof – suddenly 
six garage banders from Kansas 
become famous overnight. After 
touring alongside The Used, 
Josephine Collective is now busy 
promoting their latest album, 
We Are The Air.

BEST AESTHETICIAN
 Azi Vousghian, Aspen Salon
14884 Metcalf Ave.;

(913) 544-7422; aspensalonandspa.net

The best in the field of any profession devote their lives to the study of a particular 
subject, and for licensed aesthetician Azi Vousoughian, that subject is skincare. At Aspen 
Salon & Spa, Azi specializes in facials, microdermabrasion and chemical peels until close. 
But her work is never complete as she is obsessed with obtaining the latest skincare 
products, ingredients and techniques to use on her select clientele.

BEST ART GALLERY
 Park Place Gallery of Fine Art
11560 Ash St.; (913) 469-8001; theparkplacegallery.com

Nestled in the heart of the new shopping village, Park 
Place Gallery of Fine Art embodies every charm of 
Midwest sophistication. The gallery has a reputation 
for not only introducing international artwork to new 
audiences, but also going that extra mile to acquire highly 
sought-after pieces. Newcomers can breathe a sigh of 
relief – this art gallery has managed to replace pretension 
with warmth and welcome.

BEST JOHNSON
COUNTY TRADITION
 Jazz in the Woods
9401 Indian Creek Pkwy.; (913) 681-2329; jazzinthewoods.com

Few traditions draw tens of thousands of people, raise hundreds 
of thousands of dollars for charity and take place in the woods. 
Corporate Woods, that is. The famed three-day music festival, 
Jazz in the Woods, attracts the nation’s most respected jazz talents. 
Responsible for organizing Kansas City’s largest jazz benefit, the 
Overland Park South Rotary Club has never charged admission but 
provides enough barbeque and beer to raise all that is needed. 

Established in 1961, Johnson County Young Matrons chartered 
91 members who volunteered 875 hours and raised $541.89. This 
year, 300 JCYM women volunteered 20,000 hours and raised 
more than $150,000. You could say they have come a long way. 
Fundamentally however, their hands-on approach to affecting 
change in the community has never waivered. 

BEST PHILANTHROPIC GROUP
 Johnson County Young Matrons
5554 Norwood St.;

jcym.net
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BIGGEST PHILANTHROPIST
 Barbara Unell (pictured far left)
1055 Broadway Ste. 130;

(816) 842-7444;

backintheswing.org

The Back in the Swing logo hanging in 
retail window displays and imprinted on 
shopping bags is officially everywhere. 
More than 800 local shops and restaurants 
sponsor Barbara Unell’s charity for breast 
cancer survivorship. Back in the Swing, 
founded in 2000 after her own breast 
cancer recovery, was Unell’s effort to start 
living life again by helping other survivors 
to do the same. For $25, become one of 
40,000 Back in the Swing cardholders, a 
coalition of support yielding $1,000,000 to 
medical centers and care agencies.

MOST FASTIDIOUS LAWN KEEPER
 Jim Nolette
Residents of Berkshire, Leawood might say that Jim Nolette is his 
neighbor’s keeper, or more specifically, his neighbor’s lawn keeper. 
Professionally known as the president of the Berkshire Homes 
Association and top dog of the neighborhood pool, it is no secret that 
in his spare time he offers lawn help to nearby homes for a slight fee. 
His generosity and active care for the community have made him and 
his mower a most appreciated gift.

BEST BUNCO GROUP
 Kansas State University/ 
 Gamma Phi Beta Bunco
The game of Bunco may be all luck, 
but the iendship of 16 women 
playing monthly for 13 years is 
all dedication. The Kansas State 
University/Gamma Phi Beta Bunco 
group was organized by Jennifer Cecil 
and comprised of college girltiends. 
Brooke Cashion, participant and 
Overland Park resident, says the 
die-hard competition among players 
has evolved into a relaxed social set-
ting among old iends. 
Beyond Bunco, as a 
group, the women 
have adopted a fam-
ily at Christmas 
and set up a 
school fund 
for a sorority 
sister aer 
her husband 
passed away. 

BEST NEIGHBORHOOD PARTIES
 The Wilderness
159th St. & Nall Ave.; (913) 685-0303; bvwilderness.com

The Wilderness sounds more like a weekend oasis than a close-knit 
community known for its block party blowouts. Annual celebrations have 
woven a remarkable comradery among the festive residents. Just as the 
children gather at the neighborhood pool, parents and adults get together for 
wine parties, bonfires and cornhole competitions. Whatever the occasion, if 
The Wilderness sounds like a weekend oasis, that’s because it is.

BEST TRICK-OR-TREATING NEIGHBORHOOD
 Hallbrook
3008 W. 117th St.

In a typical neighborhood, costumed kids with pillow cases 
score a few mini Snickers on the sweetest night of 
the year, Halloween. But Hallbrook is hardly 
a typical neighborhood, and handing out 
mini-anything goes against its vetry 
nature. The houses are known to 
disburse full-sized candy bars 
to half-sized people and 
though the dentist 
might treat a few 
extra cavities because 
of it, a kid knows 
when the juice is 
worth the squeeze.

photo by Bruce Mathews
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BEST COACH
 Mark Collins
Mark Collins has played defensive back in 
two Super Bowls for the New York Giants 
– and it isn’t everyday a little boy could say 
proudly, “That’s my coach.” Now coaching 
his 7-year-old son Marco’s baseball team, 
the Yankees, and 10-year-old son Collin’s 
football team, the Jaguars, through the 
Blue Valley Recreation Center, Collins 
implements the techniques he was taught 
by legends like Marty Schottenheimer and 
Bill Parcells. “Through encouragement, hard 
work, crying and laughter,” says Mark, “[the 
kids have] reach[ed] levels in sports that 
they never thought they could reach.”

BEST HIGH SCHOOL RIVALRY
 Blue Valley vs. Blue Valley West

Technically, only one word separates these two high school rivals om 
distinction. Blue Valley and Blue Valley West have gone head-to-head in the 

final game of the season for eight years. Blue Valley won the title of state 
champ in 2006, only a year before Blue Valley West did the same thing. Will 
this score ever be settled? As long as teenage boys play football in the state of 

Kansas, something tells us not for a while. 

BEST CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS
 Christmas Card Lane
West of Ridgeview & north of 151st St.; 

(913) 764-2913;

kansastravel.org/olathe/christmascardlane.html

You will have to decide what is 
more amazing on Christmas Card 
Lane: the brilliant holiday light 
display or the 200 neighbors who 
have worked together for 23 years 
to put on the show (coordinating 
a barbeque for 30 is laborious 
enough). Penguin Playground, the 
most extravagant property, features 
150 light figures and even welcomes 
families to walk around the spectacle.

BEST HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETE
 Jordan Jackson, Blue Valley West
Depending on how you look at it, Jordan Jackson’s list of accomplishments 
rivals that of any professional athletes because this Blue Valley West senior 
has excelled not only on the field, but also in the classroom. Few soccer stars 
are National Honor Society members, and even fewer won the Wendy ’s High 
School Heisman Award for soccer. Selected from a pool of the nation’s most 
athletic and academically outstanding students, Jackson is one in a million.
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BEST NEW ADDITION TO THE SOUTH JOHNSON COUNTY COMMUNITY
 One Nineteen
Southeast corner of 119th St. and Roe Ave.; onenineteenshopping.com

In the farthest corner of the large shopping district, One Nineteen has had no trouble competing for public 
attention. The buzz surrounding establishments like Soho 119, Habitat and NoRTH has catapulted the center to the 
highest trend status. Women ask their friends, “Have you been to One Nineteen?” to which they reply in deafening 
cries of excitement. In a way, it has become its own celebrity, and we cannot get enough.

BEST COMEDY CLUB
 Famous Johnny’s Comedy Club
10635 Floyd St.; (913) 648-5233; famousjohnnys.com

Famous Johnny’s Comedy Club recently launched $2 Taco Wednesday and 
Bottomless Bud Light Night. And while this and other fringe benefits are much 
appreciated, the sidesplitting laughter alone is plenty to keep Famous Johnny’s 
in the public’s good graces. Maybe it’s the tacos and bottomless buds, or maybe 
it’s national headliners such as Lisa Lampanelli and Tommy Chong that keeps 
‘em coming. Either way, we’re not complaining.

BEST COCKTAIL LOUNGE
 Raoul’s Velvet Room
7222 W. 119th St.; (913) 469-0466; raoulsvelvetroom.com

With a DJ Wednesdays through Saturdays, Raoul’s Velvet Room is a classic 
cocktail lounge “with a twist.” Satisfying club-goers as well as sophisticates, 
Raoul’s offers plush, dimly lit seating along with a dance floor pulsating with 
bright lights and a beating base. Enjoy a menu packed with more than a dozen 
martinis, scotches and wines as well as pizzas, small plates and appetizers.

BEST SMALL ADDITION MAKING A BIG MARK
 Paciugo
5260 W. 116th Pl.; (913) 602-8767; paciugo.com

Town & Country named Paciugo gelato “One of the Seven Best Ice Cream Parlors” in the United States. Offering more 
than 200 recipes daily,  Baskin-Robbins has never been so jealous.

BEST PLACE TO BE SEEN
 Sullivan’s Steakhouse
4501 W. 119th St.; (913) 345-0800; sullivansteakhouse.com

Forget about hibernating this winter because Sullivan’s Steakhouse is pulling 
out all the stops. Swingin’ at Sully ’s is a promotional event on Thursdays 
that packs the house, offers $5 martinis and half-price entrees and cigars. 
Complemented by the sounds of a live band, the Jumpin’ Jazz Trio, Sullivan’s 
knows how to set the scene for a memorable night, and the after-work crowd 
has since become forever indebted.

BEST KARAOKE
 Paddy O’Quigley’s
11851 Roe Ave.; (913) 345-1119; 

oquigleys.com

The Irish have been singing aer 
a few drinks for centuries. Paddy 
O’Quigley’s dedicates two nights to 
it: Karaoke & Trivia on Wednesdays 
and Karaoke Party on Saturdays. Paddy 
O’s generous drink specials have been 
known to transform the shyest of 
wallflowers into the next Celine Dion. 
Don’t let stage ight hold you back – 
just brave the high notes and welcome 
the hearty praise aerwards.

BEST LIVE MUSIC
 Wil Jenny’s
6700 W. 135th St.; (913) 897-1114; wiljennys.com

Would you like a side of toe tapping with your steak? Wil Jenny’s wouldn’t 
want a Texas Hill Country meal served up any other way than at arm’s length 
from the sounds of live country music. Well-received acts like Country Road 
5, Jeremy Esteb and our pick for best local band, Outlaw Junkies, jam until 
midnight on Fridays and Saturdays for guests ready to unwind for the weekend.
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Where have all the men gone? To call 
810 Zone a sports bar doesn’t seem to 
cut it because most of its kind don’t 
broadcast the game on 100 high-
definition televisions. But every woman 
knows the way to a man’s heart is his 
stomach. The made-from-scratch 
menu capitalizes on the macho theme 
with specialties such as “Monty ’s Hard 
Sliders” and “Royal Bleu Balls” – maybe 
not date-night material but the perfect 
place for men to be men. 

Ladies, grab a pen and write this down – 
you’re going to want to remember this. 
The Culinary Center of Kansas City is 
hosting a series of “no boys allowed, 
Sistas’ Get Togethers.” Beginning in 
January with “Hot Flash Cooking! 
Hormones and the Foods We Eat” and 
followed by “Girls’ Night Out: Martini-
a-Go-Go,” classes fill quickly because 
most are attended in groups – so find 
yours, and get cooking!

Arguably the hardest age of all, tweens 
face the kind of growing pains that 
make us grateful we’re not that young 
again. But we never had anything like 
Rezlife, the youth group at Church of the 
Resurrection, with attendance so high you 
would think Miley Cyrus was conducting 
the meetings. According to Facebook, 
Rezlife accepts everyone, and in those 
awkward middle years, nothing could be 
better for a tween.

BEST OUTSIDE-THE-
BUBBLE HOTSPOT
 Power & Light District
1100 Walnut St.; (816) 842-1045; 

powerandlightdistrict.com

Two years ago, a Saturday night was 
sooner spent cleaning the bathroom 
than in downtown Kansas City. 
But everything changed last fall 
when Power & Light opened to 
throngs of approval and excitement 
for the comeback of a district once 
considered dead space. Visitors rave 
about the diversity of its nightlife 
venues like Mosaic Lounge for 
trendy club-goers, Makers Mark for 
gentlemen and bourbon drinkers 
and PBR Big Sky for cowboys and 
cowgirls, just to name a few.

BEST ENTERTAINMENT
VENUE
 Sprint Center
1407 Grand Blvd.; (816) 949-7000; 

sprintcenter.com

Where else other than Kansas City ’s 
mammoth Sprint Center
could book heavyweights like Celine 
Dion, Rascal Flatts and Britney 
Spears – all slated to perform this 
year. Host to the Holy Grail of arena 
events such as the 2008 Big 12 men’s 
basketball tournament, Sprint Center 
has attracted national attention since 
it opened last year. The 18,500-seat 
arena routinely sells out, so don’t 
hesitate to order your March Eagles 
tickets!

BEST THEATRE
 AMC Studio 30
12075 S. Strang Line Rd.;

(816) 363-4262; amctheatres.com

Every year movie ticket prices 
rise, but the seats never feel more 
comfortable and the snacks never 
taste any better. At AMC Studio 30 
in Olathe, the theater price matches 
the theater quality. The newest 
Fork & Screen Wing features casual 
and premium in-theater dining 
experiences, and after-movie lounge 
MacGuffins. Saturday night at the 
movies just got a facelift – and it’s 
never looked better!

BEST TWEEN 
HANGOUT
 Rezlife
13720 Roe Ave.;

(913) 544-0262;

rezlifekc.org

BEST PLACE FOR A 
BOYS’ NIGHT OUT
 810 Zone
4800 W. 119th St.;

(913) 469-9663;

810zone.com

BEST PLACE FOR A 
GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT
 The Culinary Center 
 of Kansas City
7920 Santa Fe Dr.;

(913) 341-4455;

kcculinary.com
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