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It feels like a dream come true that I get the opportunity to play the 
sport I grew up loving, and I am very thankful for it. 

The best part about being a rookie is being able to have a fresh start 
and getting to make impressions on new people all over again. The 
worst part is getting stuck with all of the tedious “rookie” jobs (cones, 
luggage, dishes, trash, etc.).

In Kansas City, it’s usually busy from one thing to the next, so 
traveling is our chance to get away from it a bit. I will listen to music, 
read a new book or watch a DVD.

Obviously I’m biased, but I believe Overland Park is the best 
place to grow up. It has a bit of everything for everyone with a great 
sense of belonging. I loved attending Blue Valley West because of 
the school spirit and support of athletics and activities.

I share competitiveness with my two younger brothers—
despite having many different interests, we all share a 

drive to succeed in anything we do. I think this can 
be accredited to our parents. They have set the bar 

high for us. 

My father gave me a lot of advice. One, if you 
want to be the best player you can be, there’s always 

some part of your game you can be working on. Two, never forget to 
have fun while playing. If you can’t enjoy it, why do it?

Attending Notre Dame really shaped me into the person I am today. 
Earning a degree from Notre Dame has taught me a lot about work 
ethic, organization and character. I loved the feeling of family and stu-
dent life there. 

I am attracted to someone who is active, organized and has a good 
smile. I love joking around and making people laugh, so that is probably 
the biggest thing.

On a free Saturday in Kansas City, I would wake up and get a light 
workout in on one of the trails in town, possibly at the Overland Park Ar-
boretum. I would then grab lunch and spend my afternoon around Town 
Center Plaza to get some shopping done. Later, I would meet some friends 
at a bar and grill (Tanner’s or Paddy O’Quigley’s) for dinner. After, we 
would possibly head down to the Plaza or the Power & Light District. 

If I didn’t play soccer, I would be applying to graduate school. I got 
my degree in pre-med, so I would look to become an optometrist or 
orthopedic doctor. 
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Bend It Like Besler
Hometown hero and Kansas City Wizard Matt Besler shares insight into his life as a Major 
League Soccer rookie.

Name: Matt Besler 
Age: 22
Home: Overland Park
Profession:  Kansas City Wizards 

rookie defender
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