
1. Alex Gordon and nine area childhood cancer 
survivors. 2. Alex Gordon with area childhood 
cancer survivors at the pre-stand event at 
HyVee, 135th and Antioch. 3. Charlie Walsh 4. 
Childhood cancer survivors serve lemonade at 
the 135th and Antioch HyVee store.

A Cup for A Cure
words coco owens

As if the average lemonade stand run by a few adorable children 
weren’t appealing enough to convince residents to buy a drink, 
now there is Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation for Childhood 
Cancer (ALSF). 

The sixth annual fundraising event will rally community support 
for the cure through a massive 
lemonade sale held in the parking 
lots of 24 metro area Hy-Vee stores. 
Throughout two days—Friday, June 
5 and Saturday, June 6—ALSF will 
work in conjunction with Hy-Vee 
management, celebrity sponsors and 
more than 800 volunteers to engage 
thousands of thirsty shoppers. 

“We’re going to continue to work 
to get the word out there and help 
save the lives of children by selling 
lemonade one cup at a time,” says 
Hy-Vee Marketing Coordinator 
Nancy Pagel. 

The charity ’s namesake, Alex 
Scott (1996-2004), was 4 years old 
and sick with pediatric cancer when 
she opened a lemonade stand in her 
front yard to raise money for The 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia 
where she received treatment. 

Alex’s goodwill set in motion 
what inevitably would become a national effort, responsible for 
collecting more than $25 million for the cure and touching the 
lives of countless people.

“Alex started with one neighborhood lemonade stand—what a 
simple action,” says Pagel. “Now, millions of dollars later, we’re 
starting to see what can be accomplished.”

For years, Kansas City volunteer coordination was directed by 
husband-and-wife team Mark and Cheryl Mozer of Blue Springs,  
Mo., which was home to the first metro-area ALS event in 2004. 
But this year, Mark and Paige Walsh have taken over the operation 
on behalf of their son Charlie, who is now in remission from a brain 

tumor.
“I recall one night at the very 

beginning of Charlie’s treatment,” 
says Paige. “I was in Charlie’s 
hospital room watching him sleep 
as the chemo drugs were pumping 
through his veins. There was a 
knock at the door, and it was Cheryl 
and Mark Mozer passing out flyers 
for Alex’s Lemonade Stand. I held 
on to the flyer knowing that one 
day Mark and I would get involved 
in some way to raise awareness 
and money for pediatric cancer 
research. How could we not want 
to be involved in such a worthy 
cause—a cause that has turned our 
lives upside down?” 

To date, the Kansas City Grand 
Stand has raised more than 
$315,000 and was recognized as the 
2008 lemonade stand of the year. 
This year, supporters like Paige 

will use this momentum to urge community action to combat the 
leading cause of death by disease in children. 

“It could be your grandchild, student, friend, nephew, neighbor, 
teammate, daughter, baby, teenager or son,” says Paige. “Awareness 
and cures are desperately needed.” v
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